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Train Your Dog To Come When Called

CHECKLIST

Training your dog to come when called is THE most important command for your dog to learn. This
checklist is designed for you to keep handy and bring with you when you are training your dog. We also
recommend putting it somewhere the whole family can see and use it.

Q Set your dog up for success - When you first start training your dog to come when

called, set him up to come to you by doing a restrained recall.

@ Restrained recall - with your dog on leash, have a helper hold the leash while you get your
dog excited. Once your dog is excited, run away. Once your are 20 feet away, turn and face your
dog. Your dog should be straining on the leash trying to get to you. Say your dog’s name, the
helper releases the leash, and as your dog is running towards you, say “COME!”

a Hold your dog’s collar - When your dog gets to you, reach down and hold your dog’s

collar. You want to train your dog to come to you. You don’t want your dog to run past you or
play keep away. Once you have your dog’s collar, reward your dog.

@ Reward - Use a high value reward once your dog comes to you. This is an extremely important
command and you want your dog to complete it. The reward could be food or a toy.

O Unintentional or intentional punishment - Dogs avoid coming when called because
they quickly learn going to their owners results in being put back on leash. If your dog was loose
running around having fun, then runs back to you and is put on leash, he will associate the end
of his freedom and fun with you.

O Let your dog have controlled freedom - Any freedom your dog is allowed has to be
done safely. With a long leash (available at any pet store) your dog can experience some
controlled freedom. If your dog start to roam too far away, you can use the leash to prevent him
from taking off. The controlled freedom will help your dog with his recall command.



@ Distractions - The biggest problem you’ll have with your dog’s recall are distractions. Your
dog HAS to learn to follow through with the command. With a long line attached to your dog,
you can use it to guide your dog back to you every time you say “COME!”

a Usea Iong line - The long line (20 to 30 foot leash) is an extremely important tool for
teaching your dog to come when called. When your dog is distracted you can call your dog’s
name and then the command “COME!” If your dog is distracted and does not respond to the
command, use the long line to get your dog to follow through.
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